Practical Enzymology of the Sphingolipidoses R H Glew & S P Peters (ed) pp 305 $34 New York: Alan R Liss 1978 Thirteen authors have contributed to this compact volume, which succeeds in conveying a great deal of useful information on the sphingolipid storage diseases a subject on which knowledge has rapidly accumulated. The complexity and rarity of these conditions has always tended to put off the nonspecialist and the clarity of this book will make it welcome in any laboratory that may be involved in the investigation of these disorders.
The main objective is to provide a collection of methods for enzyme assays used to determine the activity of the lysosomal glycosidases involved, and since diagnosis rests upon the performance of these tests it is emphasized that careful control of results is essential. But the information on techniques is put into context by a concise discussion of clinical and pathological features of each condition with some historical background, and with excellent up-to-date references. The first contribution deals with the requisites for a specialized laboratory, case identification and carrier testing. Subsequent chapters deal with the diseases associated with the names of Niemann-Pick, Gaucher, Krabbe, Fabry and Tay-Sachs and with metachromatic leukodystrophy and fucosidosis. This book is of value both to the specialist and nonspecialist reader.
R 0 BARNARD

Neuropathologist National Hospitalfor Nertous Diseases
Pathology of Ischaemic Heart Disease SirTheoCrawford ppl80 £10.50 Kent: Butterworth Group 1977 This monograph presents the amount of detailed knowledge of the pathology of ischaemic heart disease which the author believes necessary for trainee pathologists. The anatomy chapter is illustrated by coronary angiograrns, as is appropriate today; an excellent chapter on postmortem techniques includes both ideal methods and more realistic modifications for those dealing with large numbers of autopsies and the author's own involvement in the subject is also apparent from the personally studied series illustrating the chapters on gross and microscopic pathology. Over a fifth of the book is devoted to aetiology and risk factors including an entire chapter on the role of water hardness. A surprising omission is changes following surgery for coronary disease since such cases are no longer uncommon in general hospital autopsy work.
The readers' attention is well held by a clear informal style which is a model for educational writing. Unfortunately this standard is not matched by the photomicrographs which. at least in my copy, were grey, lacking contrast and clarity and some even appearing out of focus. Whether this book should be recommended to private purchasers is doubtful. It is expensive for its size and purpose and most of its information will be already available on departmental or hospital bookshelves. Howeverit should certainly be read by all trainee pathologists and would also be enjoyed by any pathologist or clinician with an interest in the subject.
ARIELA POMERANCE
Consultant Histopathologist Mount Vernon & Harefield Hospitals
Immediate Care. J Zorab & P Baskett pp 269 £12 Eastbourne: Holt-Saunders 1977 The authors of this book are concerned that many doctors receive inadequate training in the primary care of the injured and suddenly ill. They have written this volume to provide a suitable manual from which to acquire the necessary knowledge and skills. In my view this well illustrated and clearly written work achieves this objective.
The book has four sections. The first deals with the preservation of life by care of the respiratory and cardiovascular systems, and with the techniques of analgesia and anaesthesia in the acutely ill. The middle two sections discuss in detail the scientific background and practical management of specific medical and surgical emergencies. The final section provides detailed information for those concerned with the organization, training and equipping of emergency personnel.
Only immediate care is considered, but a large amount of information is packed into this small book and nothing of practical value is overlooked. The style is lucid and direct and the information set out logically. Each chapter concludes with a list of references to recent articles to guide further reading. This moderately priced book deserves a place on the shelves of every accident and emergency department, and postgraduate centre, and should be read by all doctors concerned with the immediate care of the ill patient. 
P G STABLEFORTH
Consultant in Administrative Charge Accident Service, Bristol Royal Infirmary
